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A Word and its U.S./age through the Twentieth Century 
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. ' T h  ghetto . . . o f t c ~  zts cui tenre not to k g o /  enactment but to 
the. fact that ~t mcets n need orrd ptv forms a soczal fiLnctzon. The  
glzc,/t~ I S .  In short. one of the so-called "naturd areas" o f  the 
czt! . " 

(Robert Parh in 1 irth. 1928. ia-x) 

"lmerlca has contrlhuted to the concept of the ghetto the 
reatrrctzon of persons to speczal arms and the llmztmg of thezr 
fieedom of chotce on the b u m  of skzn rolor. T ~ P  dark ghetto's 
znr l,zblc LI alls haze been created h~ the u h t r  soc7rt1, b? those 
I (  110 ha l e  poicel. to confine tlzosc LI ho  hove no pouer and to 

"Ghettos, as ~ntrrnclc to the zclentzt~ of thc limted States as \eu 
England z~zllages. tact natzonal parks, and leaf, suburbs, 
nez ertheless I emciln unzyue zn thew soc~al and p h ~  slcal rsolatzon 
from the notzon's ma7n stream. D7starckd and dangerous placec 
. . . ghettos m e  perladed bj aburrdnnment and ruirz." 

(Camilo Josir I rrgara. 1995, 2) 

G h ~ t t o  The Jells' quarter Z71 an Itahon t o u n  or czt?. 
(Rebster's Intcinat~onal Dzctzonan of the Eng l~sh  
Language, 1890) 

Ghetto I .  The quorter of a toii n or cztj to ulnch J e ~ v s  L( ere 
restllcted f o ~  rcwdence. esp. 7n Itall : a Jeur l .  Obs. or 
h ~ s t .  2. 4 quarter of (I c7tl uhere Je~us m greatest 
numbers ~ C P .  

(Rebster's l r ~ c  Internatzonal Dzctlonurj of the En- 
glzsh Language. 19.20) 

Ghetto 1 .  The quarter of a toun or cltj to ulzzch J e u s  laere 
restrrcted for lesldence. ey). zn I tah : a Jeu r\. Chz& 
hr5t. 2. -1 qualter of a cztj 1 4  here members of a racinl 
group are segregated. 

(Rrbstcv-'s l e u  lntcrnatronc~l D w t l o n t ~ i ~  o j  the En- 
ghsh Lnnpagc .  Second Edztmn, 1960) 

Ghetto In:  A quarter of a cz t~  (a, zn I ta l l )  in 14 hlch Jews z c ~ ~ e  
for merlj requzrc.d to 1z1.e b: a quar tel of a c ~ t ~  zri  zthzch 
the residents tire ch1eJI1 Jetts . . . 2: a quarter of o cztj 
rn uhzch inembcrs of a muzont> racml or cultural group 
h ~ e  rep becauw of S O C I ~ L ~ ,  legal, or pcoriomlc pres5u~e 
. . . 3: ( ~ 1 1  lwlatrd or sepegated group. 

(Aebs t~r 'c  Thzrd l e u  Internatzonol Dzctzonni~ of 
the Cnglrsh Lanpczgr. 1076) 

DEFINITIOKS 

In it> original uiage in 16th centu? Italj, the "ghetto"' \+a> the 
segregated district in \ enice 11 here Jells 1% ere required b\ la\% to 
rebide. the former site of the *-ghetto nuoro". or "'nev foundr!." 
For rnanj people the term conjures frightful iinagrs of the 
central and east European ghettos treated by the hazis in the 
late 1930's to facilitate the extermination of the Jenish people. 
-It the tlaun of the t\\rrit)-first century in the llnitrd States. 
"ghetto" designates urban districts comprised of high concen- 
trationi of most11 poor Uric an-41nericans. It is a sjnonym for 
le+ charged lahrls like ""inner-tit\'^ that signif! poor minorit1 
neighhorlmods. 01 er the lait centun the e\ olution of the uord  
"ghetto'^ in the United States. a, traced through s u t c e s i i ~ e  
editions of & ebster's International Dictionarb. not onl) docu- 
ments c har~eei  in common usage hut reflects fund~menta l  bhiftb 
in the re? sorial arid economic \tructure of the countq as 
experienced pri~naril! h~ tv  o groups - Jelt s and blaclts.' The 
\lord '-ghetto" enters the United States lexicon \\ith a specific,. 
and remote. historical meaning- the segregation oi Jew< in 
Italian citieb. The is the only meaning rrcwrded b~ B ebiter'i as 
late as 1890. BJ 1920. f o l l o ~ i n g  -uhtantial Jewish immigration 
to the Lnited states from Eastern Europe (hb 1910 there uere  
o ~ e r  a million Jews in l V e ~  York this definition had 
expanded to encornpash Jewish districts more genrrallj. By 
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19hO. in re-lmrlie to large torrt rr~tratic~ns of i m p o ~ e r i h e t l  
11lacbY irr ~~ortlierri i n t l u 4 a l  ( itir- thc dehit iori  \\a. Lroadwcd 

Although the common defir~itior~ of "ghetto" refers to a specific 
place. the ~ o r d   notes equall\ a state of mind. As wcial 
ps!cliologi,t I<enneth Clarb heenlj ollsenes. "the .facts of the 
ghetto are not riec cwarih s!IwnjIimu~ -it11 the truth of the 
glietto (Clark. 1965. xxiii). And thif truth. moreover. ma\ be 
understood differentlj according to seleral factors: the race or 
ethnicit\ of the &en er: 1 4  hetlier the o11fer1 r r  ipealts from 
incicle or outside the ghetto: nhether tlie isolation is largeh 
seli-inlpowd ("\ olur~tar, ") or u11der duresi ("c ornpul~or! "): and 
T\ hetller the glirtto refers to a phj sir a1 plac r or a ps! chological 
state. In all instance<. h o ~ e l e r .  the ghetto refers to relations of 
social itanding and power. Thus the trajectoq of the  nard 
traces Jenish assimilation on one hand and the continued 
segregation of Afriran Inlericans as bubject peoples on the 
other. 

One uay to define the ghetto is I,, a descripti~e e\aluation of a 
neighborhood (\I ho l i ~  es there and 1% h! . ph\ sical and demo- 
graphic cliarac~teristic~s). The difficult! of this approach. which 
can yield contradictor! interpretations of the same place. has 
led some social scientists to de~ i se  more ohjectile pardsticlts to 
define a ghetto. These gerierall~ r e l ~  on measures of isolation - 
and roricentration that emphaiize the segregation of a racial or 
ethnic q o u p  (rather than their incorne l e ~ e l ) .  Douglas Massel 
and Yam! !lenton. in their important studj 4merzcan Apar- 
tl~ezd: Akgregatzon and tkc llnkzng of the hdrrc lass ,  define the 
ghetto as -*a yet of neighborlioods that are exclusi\elj inhabited 
h j  nle~nberf of one group. ~ i t l l i ~ i  \+hiill I irtuallj all rnernbers of 
that group lil e.'^ (Ilas-e! and Denton. 1995. 18-19). B\ this 
measure. the! argue persuasi~ el,. no group except blaclt 
American* has been ghettoized in the histon, of the Lnited 
States. Their data shou h o ~  other ethnic or racial groups l i ~  ed 
in more disprrsed patterns. or l i ~ r d  in Iebi exclus i~el j  
monocultural neighhorllnods. Their research has tlie effect of 
r emo~ing  from the ~ategor, ol ghetto dvellers riot onlj the .Jens 
hut also othrr racial rninoritiri. notahh Hispanics. ~ \ h o  haxe 
suffered from racial dist rirniriation in tlle Lnited States. 

I c  a ph!aic.al placr. the ghetto is rno-t generall! identified b~ 
population densit\ and a deteriorated and 01 ercrowded housing 
stocb. It i* in this sense that \triter Jack London e ~ o l i e s  the 
 working (lab. ghetto. south of Rlarltet Street" in Sari Francisco. 
nhich he refers to ~ a r i o u s l ~  as d "lal~or ghetto". a "cronded 
ghetto". a -"s\\arrning ghetto" (London. 1986 119091. 258. 262. 
274. 291). I t  tlle turn of the last centun, this neighborhood was 

-'populated prilnaril\ In 4riglr. men: \\ orking 1ne11, iinn~igrdnti. 
trdrl-ierlti d r l d  ho110e-" (Hdrt111an 198-1. .3:3) 1)ut \ t d i  1101 

itlrr~tilird \\it11 a111 .pet itic sac ial or ethnic group. llthougli the 
clasii( ghetto i, gerwrall! urideritood der~sel! pojuilated. thi- 

h d o  \ rrgara'- patierit T i s d  do(wri~e~itat io~i of the grddual 
tleitruc.tio11 of on( e dense irmrr-cit! nrighhorhood~ a( roi- the 
( ountq pre-cnt* elidrnc e that the ""neu*^ Imrric arl ghetto ih a 
>parse uaitt.larrd ol dlrarldoned lots and huildir~gi. a c oritr~npo- 
ra? ruin (\ ergara. 1995). 

fin all^. '-ghetto" ha- been used in a more general iense to 
desc~ihe ~o lu r~ ta r ih  i-dated cornrnunities. Freed from it\ 
aisociation, uith url~an -ocial distress. perhaps iionicall!. the 
term nlal also ronnote i~ldrids of prixilege. Thus Le~t is  
\Iurntord defines the +ulrurb a i  ""a segregated corrirnunit~. iet 
apart from the ritI. not merely h\ space hut b j  class 
stratifit ation: a sort of green ghetto dedicated to the  elite." 
(?lnmford, 1061. 493). Other applications refer to uni\ersitiei 
a, '-acade~nic*' or "h te l l e~ tua l  ghettos*'. or to gated residential 
co~nrnunitie. a> ".golden ghettos." 

THE JEWISH GHETTO 

Rlost t~picall!. h o u e ~ e r .  *'ghetto" refers to conceritrations of 
ethnic or racial ~ninorities l i ~ i n g  in isolation from other - 
population groups. In the early part of the 20th cen tu r~  the 
term was still assoc iated primaril! M it11 Jev s. notabl\. the large 
.Jenish settlements in heu  lor l i  Citj'f Lower Eait Side and the 
Rest Side of Chicqo. .4ltliough J e ~ i s h  settlernent patterns did 
not register l e ~ e l s  of isolation and concentratiori higher than 
zome other  ethnic^ groups. their large nunhers  and extensile 
I ultural and econornic actix it\ created a highly 1 isible enc la~  e. - - 
R hile man\ JPM? uere poor. arid restrictixr real estate practices 
irihibited their settlernent in some areas. for the rnost part the 
Jev s lix ed together 1 oluntarilj to maintain their religious 
traditioris. The srnagogue \\as the central institution. along mith 
Talmud scllools and kosher markets. (Zeublin 1895. 93). As 
Louis U irth noted in 7'hr Ghetto. his groundbrealiing stud! of 
Chic<ago's J e ~ i s h  cornmunit! in the 1920"s. -*The $hetto ih a 
d t u r a l  rorn~nunit\ that expresses a common heritage. a store 
of corn111011 tradition arid ientiments." U irth ackno\\ledges that 
the ghetto is a form of toleration and an instrument of iocial 
control. but sees the perpetuation of the ghetto a. largeli 
I oluntarj: "'The ghetto. therefore. rnaj be regarded a- a for111 of 
aci omrnoddtion between dil ergent population groups. through 
\\hich one group has efiectualh subordinated itseli to another." 
(nirth.  1928. 1-5). He relates an anecdote of a inan nhose <on 
urges him to lea\ e tlie glietto. "R hat ghetto?" replief the father. 
\those circurmtribed lie\\ of the \\orld ca11"t imagine a life 
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So the Jevish ghetto had a dual ideirtit!. In ph~sic a1 terms. a. 
an o\ercrowded. unsanitaq tenenlent district it \+as a classic 
* ' s lun~"^ Sociallj. b! ~ i r t n e  of its strong religious. political. and 
intellectual institutions. the ghetto uac a \illage. a trari-planted 
~ e r s i o n  of the  eastern European shtetls froin uhitll the Jems 
emigrated. Votwith-tanding differeriirq among toinrnentators 
about which ot these aspect. \+ere more significant. there Mas 
clearlj a strong cohe,i\c element to the Jeuish mmmunitq. 4s 
Jeus n l o ~ e d  uptoxln from the L m e r  East Side the\ settled 
again in close concentration to nlaintain their ~ l l l t ~ r d l  milieu. 
Jeffrej Gurock's IThm Horlem T l a 5  Jewrh 1879-1930 de- 
scribes Harlem as the Je~zs '  "second ghetto.'" characterized b! 
the institutions - s\ nagogues. schooli. markets. etc. - that Jeu - 
iJ1 residents brought \\it11 them as the\ migrated north in the 
c i t ~  along n e ~ l j  t onbtructed rapid transit lines. 

The designation of Jmiah Harlem a. a "ghetto" contradicts the 
more prelalent notion that the Harlem ghetto \ \at  created only 
when the earlier Jeuish residents \\ere diqplac-ed 1 3  b la~ks .  The 
issue is the  extent to which "ghetto" tarries pejorati~e 
cormotations. and this is in thate l )  tied to its racial composi- 
tion. Harlem's transitiorr f r o ~ n  Je\+ish to Black in the first third 
of the 20th century \ \ d i  repeated in Yewarli. N e ~ l  Jersej. fift! 
)ears later. as Jexls rno~ed out to the suburbs and black families 
mmed in. l s  one African l m ~ r i c a n  resident ohserked, "Tllej 
call it a ghetto nou. m! old neighborhood in Nenark. Ironicall!. 
it at quired that name onl! after the predo~ninantl~ Je\\ isl~ 
population rnoT ed out sllortl~ after 5 orld 5 dr 11." (1 ergara. 
1995. 4). 

THE BLACK GHETTO 

Betneen 1890 and 197O. the %reat RIigration" brought m e r  
six million southern hlachs to northern citirs. pushed b j  the 
mechanization of agriculture and discrinli~iator~ '-Jim Crow'* 

The irsulting twmon~it integratior~ I I I ~ ~  he one reason mhj 
blac li r ~ e i ~ h l ~ o r h o o d ~  meir not gcrrerall~ refereed to as "ghet- 
tos" in the 1920. and 1931)i. Inother ii cettlernent patterns. In 
Chicago. tor eurnple. althougl~ 901%/o of the black population 
li\ rd  on the old South hide in 1'420. nearlj a> rnanj nhites 
l i ~  ed there too. 1 stud1 oi rac e relations in Chic ago undrrtaLeri 
after d rd( e riot in 1910 lrtt 38 people dead refers to the  "Blaclt 
Belt" and "the \epro t on imuni t~"  but doe- not use the term 
ghetto dripite the \\retched qualit1 of many  dwelling^ (Chicago 
Coimni,sion. 192%. 8. 108. 1S9). In  Nev 1 orlt Cit!. mlall black 
enclal e- nere scattered in se\ era1 ~ o r k i n g  class neighborhoods 
before Harlem emerged as the first predorninantlj Legro 
cornmunit! in the late 1920'c. Bj 1930. 72%o of New kork"s 
blac 1' population lil ed in Harlem. (Osofslq, 1964. 130). But the 
1920's nas the period of the Har le~n Rrnaissance, as exuberant 
f l o ~ e r i r ~ g  of literature. art and music that celebrated the 
emancipation of the -*Vew hegro" (Huggins. 1995). Despite the 
poor qualitj of tenement huildings where most blaclcs lived. 
Harlem projected a ~ ib ran t  i n l a p  to mairistrearn culture. 
Sv edish social economist Gunnar hI\rdal^s exhausti\ e stud! An 
. Imr~~ran  Dzlemrntr. T h  \ e g o  Problem c~nd Modern Demotra- 
r ? .  puldiched in 1944. does not use the term "ghetto" to 
descrihe patterni of residential segregation. nor does he  h e l l  
on the ph~sic a1 coritlitior~ of Negro neighhorhoods. He is more 
intere.ted in the relationship between social segregation and 
discrimination arid. notal)l\. the role of federal institutions in 
establiihing and rrinforcirig residential segregation (Rljrdal. 
1944. 525). 

The de4pa t ion  of poor hldck communities as -'ghettos" doesn't 
take root until after World \ ar 11. Iienneth Clark's Darh 
Ghetto. published in 1965. offered an analysis of the ghetto that 
Mas not onl! frank in its abiessment of ohjertixe conditions but 
penetrating in its understanding of the psychological dimension 
as well: " T h e  ohjectile conditions of the American urban 
ghettos are oxercrowdrd and deteriorated housing. high infant 
mortalit\. crime. and disease. The cubjective dimensions are 
resentment. hostilit~. despair. apathj. self-depreciation. and its 
ironic t ompanion. t ompen-aton, grandiose behaxior." (Clark. 
1065. 11). 

Not~+ithstdnding pioneering research like hIyrdal's arid Clark's 
that called for a soul-searching examination of race relationi in 
the United States. it remained for the sit-ins and marches of the 
Civil Rights mox enlent r ornbined vi th  a \\a\ e of urban 
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r e l~e l l ion~  in t l ~ c  ldt,. 1 9 0 0 * ~  to propel a ieluttaiit go~ernment  
into ,ic-tion. The urhdri "'rac id1 d i w i d e r ~ "  reiited \ear$ of ~ ~ r n t -  
up frustiation rxdc cd)atetf 11) tllr htrtil~le repression 0 1  nori- 
x iolent ( ix il rigliti prottS-t\ i11 Sehna ( \ ld l~a~i ia)  J I I ~  vlierth(~re. 
Starting in the Batt. ~~r ig l i l~or l~ood  in Los 111~ele. in the 
suin~ner  id 1905. tliere \+ere upri\inp in ( h i (  acn and Lie\ e- 
land thc. f o l l o ~ i ~ r p  Fedr and onth1rd1.i in t h ~ .  iuninirr of l')(); in 
Tampa, (.im inriati. itlanta. Se\\arh ant1 Detroit. not to mention 
scorei of sma l l~~r  (itit- d(10.s tlie count?. 111 Juh.  1967. 
Pie-itlent L>ndon Iohnsori appointed d national ad\i-oq 
coinnlission on Y:i\ il L)isorders" c hail ed 13! GOT. Otto Iwrner 
oj Illinoii. The ( onimi.sion'. findings, pulrlished the lollortirig 
7 ear. liere blunt in their indictment: -*\i hat ~tl i i tr  -Imericans 
har e n e ~  er full! uriderstood - but \\hat the hegro can neler 
forgrt - is that ~ l i i t e  -ociet! iq deepl! implicated ill the ghetto. 
E-hite institution. created it. rthitr inititutions inaintain it. and 
1, hite ioc ict! coiidones it." (hational I d \  isoi? Coinmis-ion. 
1968. 2 )  

THE GHETTO IN POPULAR ClILTURE 

The spontaneous uprisings and the paticlit organizing of the 
c i ~  il rights moT enlent \\ere t ~ t o  responhe' to li\ in; ( onditioii< in 
the black cornmunit). a diwontent that found expression as 
well in popular literature and milsic.. Claude Bronn's graphic 
account of Harlem life in the post-1 orld B ar I1 years. llanchrld 
rn the Prornlsed Land. draws it\ title from the lure of paradise 
on rarth that dren a generation of Vegroes \tho migrated f r o ~ n  
the south on1> to d i i c o ~  er that the "promised land" turned out 
to be "a slum ghetto . . . . too man! people lull of hate and 
bitterness cromded into a dirt!, -tinky. uncared-for cloiet-sized 
section of a great cit)." (Bro\+n. 1965. 8). 

The popular music of the da! prorides another perspecti\e on 
the sllitting uridrr&mdiiig of ghetto life. Rocli and roll legend 
Ell i i  Presle, ret orded Mac Da\ i-' song --In the Ghetto" in 1969 
m e r  some objections from his production teain (Guralnich. 
1999. 231). Considered his first "protest song." it presents a 
compassionate response to the pathos of ghetto po~ert!: 

4s the molt flies 
On a cold and praj Chicago mornin' 
1 poor little bab! child ic born 
In the ghetto 
And his mama cries 
cause if there's one thing that she don't need 
it's another llungq mouth to feed 
In the ghetto 

People. don't 1 ou understand 
the child needs a helping hand 
or he l l  grou to be an angn !oung man some da! 
Take a looli at ~ o u  and me. 
are Me too hlind to see. 

B\ thc. mid-lO7O.i. at the lieiglit oi thv 11lacli ponrr  nlo\ elrielit 
pro~~rllet l  1,) o ip~ l i zd t ion~  ~ U I  11 a\ tlie Bla( lk Panther IJart\ d ~ i d  
siU('(, (Stiident Nonr iolrnt (,oordinatiiig Corninittee) arid 
I llarisnatit leaders lily? Bol)lq Seale and Stokrl\ C.arin~( liacl. a 
nr\\ I 01131 iousne~. arose in the Ida t 1, c~oinmuriit~ en( onlpa.4iig 
h t h  a nerc pride (%lack is beautiful") and a nert 1iiilita111 !. 
S t e ~ i r  & oridel'- Irdllatl '"\ illage (Il~rttoland.~* an  a n p )  acc ount 
of ghetto life set to dri ir~iorigruoi~sl! mellou baroque wore. 
reflec-tb this Iieigllteiied political a\tarenrss: 

Families bu!ing dog food nor+ 
Star1 ation roams the street* 
Babies die before the!-re Imrn 
Infec>ted h\ the grief 

Non some folks sa! that we should he  
Glad for \\hat \te ha le  
Tell me ~+ou id  you he happ, in \illage Ghetto Land 
\-illage Ghetto Land 

During thic same time a dramatic shift \+as taking root in the 
st\le and content of hlach popular muiic wit13 the  ernergenre of 
"hip-hop." a cultural phenomenon encompassing break danc- 
ing. DJing [dist jm l<e~ing]. graffiti art and rap muiic. Born in 
the projects and terie~nerits of Uer\ 1 orli's South Bronx. rap is a 
\ era? form spoken rli! thn~ically o\ er music M ith ljric s closel) 
tied to the phjsical and mental landscape of the ghetto i t d .  
The tension in the l~ r i c s  comes from the people in the ghetto. 
reflecting toughness and resilience as \\ell as sadneqs arid 
hostilit\, . In this context. '*ghetto" Ler onlei almost an endearing - 
te rn~.  reappropriatirig negat i~e  c.ircumstancrs as a source of 
pride and affirmation that cannot be understood h j  an outsider. 
In '"Ghetto Baitard" (1991) the group Naught! By l a t u r e  warns 
defiant]! : 

But 1"m the one vho  has been laheled af an  outcast 
They teach in school some of the misfits I will outlast 
But that's c ool. uith the fool smack 'im backnards 
That's what !ou get nhen you're fucliin' with the ghetto 
bastard 

If you ain't nexer heen to the ghetto 
Don't ex er come tu the ghetto 
f a u s e  ~ C I U  rtouldn't understand the ghetto 
So sta! the fucli out of the ghetto 
% 117, rnc. Kh! me 

Criticized h! mainstream culture for the brutal and often 1 ulgar 
franline~s of it5 l!rics. rap music quiclil! captured the iniagina- 
tion of nhite suburlrari youth r\ho account for 80%~ of its 
market. Little of this lucratile market has been captured h j  
black-ortned enterpriies, denionstrating the capacit! of ad- 
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HE PERSEGREGATION AKD T H E  H l  PERGIIETTO 

Tllr I h c k  ghetto is not a static conirnunitj. I ) u ~ i n ~  tllc 1970-i it 
expcrivnc ed a n  iritnisificatiori of pcnert\ arid isolatio~i that ha9 
heen iubjrct to l a r ~ i n g  interpretations. Sot iologiit Billiarn 
Juliui n ilson, in his theor! of tlie -"underc lahi". elnpha~i7es the 
changing class structure oi ghetto neighbolhoodi through the 
rxudu* of its more atdllle norbing- arid rniddle-cia-c population 
as I t d t  of gaini made I]! the chi1 righti rnm enirnt. B, the 
1980'.. % i lso~i %rites. ".ghetto nriphl)orl~ootlb are populated 
alrno-t excluiil el, h~ the niost d isad~ antaged segnlrnts of the 
blac h urban conmiunit!." (W ilson. 1987. 8). Tlii* cornmunit\ is 

cliaractcrized by soaririg rates of joblriiness. po\ ertj, and 
c riniinal actil it\.  

Rlaysej arid Denton. on the other hand. argur that the lexel of 
r a c d  segregation, rather than middle clasi outniigration. is the 
lie! factor in explaining the degrre of geogral~hicdll! conc ~ n t r a -  
ted pmertj  in urban blai k communities. 41ial!zing data from 
sixteen large rnetropolitari areas. home to one third of the black 
population in the IJnited States. the! iound that "thtx extent of 
racial segregation \$as so iriterise and o( (urred on so man! 
diriiensions ~iniultaneou~lq that u e  label tlir pattern "li!per- 
segregation." (hlasseq K Denton. 1993. 10). \Ioreo\er this 
seglegation, the, argue. didn't liappen a- a r e d  of preference 
but rjar coristruc ted between I900 and 1910 1): a ( ornbination 
of federal housing policies. discriminator, practices in the 
banking and real estate industriei. and acts of p r i ~  ate prejudice. 
Tlit. deliberate nature of this process leads them to refer to the 
segregated glietto as a form of "'Inierican apartheid." condemn- 
ing po~ernrnent policies through tllii arialop to South Africa's 
former notoriouh s ~ i t e m  of legall, sanc timed racial ieparation. 

Conditions h a l e  deteriorated to a ~ ~ o i n t  here obs rnws  speak 
of a --hyperghetto". For botiologist and docurnentan, pliotogra- 
pher Camilo I7ergara. h~prrghettos are "place- \\here at least 40 
pert ent of the population lil es helov the pol ertj le\ e l "  
(\ ergara. 1995. xiii). Sociologist L o ~ r  U acquant's concept of the 
li!lwrghetto. on the other hand. higlilighti the aggralation and 
h!perholic intensification of a procesG of cloistering and 
iec lucion (W a( quant and % ilson. 1089). The degree to mhicli 
institutionalized racism or cl iange~ iri the structure of the 
national econonn are seen dc resporlaible for the further 
erniseration of ghetto neighborhoods ha5 inlportant implita- 
tions for both public polic! and the national disiourse on race. 

GIIETTO AS PRISON/PI~ISON AS GHETTO 

4 I or~tc~~iporar!  \triter o l , i rned oi the 1,mer Cast hide at tlie 
turn oi the lait crri tur~.  '.it u a i  cl fortrv+ a i  mu( 11 as it \\as J. 

prison." (Eric Hoiivr. c l t d  in Hapwod. 1000 [1002]. xiii). 
C 

*-Forhe-" dcliricn\letlges tlir ghetto s btrength in unit,. But 
'bpri90n" ma! wen1 a 5trartgr term to d~ ribc. a ~~eighhorhootl  
\there people l i \e ~oluntaril!. if pretariousl!. Indeed. in the 
llnited 5tatt.s therr ha le  l m n  onlq t ~ o  i~istances \\lien a 
people', p1ac.e of rcliidrnt r n a i  for( ihlj restricted - the Iapa- 
new iriterr~nlerlt (amps dulirig R orld B a r  11 (euphemisticall! 
lal~eled '.relo( ation 1 enters") and. ill some rebpects. the Indian 
re-er\ationi for Uati\v 4rnrricans. But '.prison" i i  a recurring 
mctapllor in d e ~ t  ription< of 4ni(~rica '~ second ua l  e of urban 
ghetto,. the cwrlceritrationq of ur ic  an- Inieric dnb \Z 110 migrated 
north to Up\\ J orl,. Chic ago, Philadelphia. Pitts1)urph. (;le\ e- 
land. Detroit. arid other iridustrial cities. I\cnneth Clark. a 
Harlem rebident. aclinc~~~ledged that he was a *'prisoner mitliin 
the ghetto long lreforc T \$a, m a r e  that I \\as rrallq a prisoner." 
(Clark. 1963. XI) 

If this ohsen ation \tab possible in the earlj 1960'3. h j  the end 
of the (enturj  the prison-like qualities of the ghetto Mere lesc 
subtle and the relationship h e t ~ e e n  the glietto and the prison 
mo1 es beyond meta~jtitrr. Prison life is a constant factor in the 
dail! expel ience of J oung Urica~i-  Imeric an males. B j  1905. 
nearlj a third of these men are under the control of the 
criminal juitic e i~ stem on an\ gi\ en daj. either in priion. on 
probation. or or1 parole This repreients an increase of nearl, 
8U/o in just file !ears, due prirnarilq to the increasing rate of 
in( arceration for drug use among African-Imerican men and 
uonleri alike: R hile Urican I n n e r i i m ~  constitute 13% of all 
monthl, drug users. the! represent 350% of arrests for drug 
possession. 55V0 of con\ictions and 74% of prison sentence$ 
(RIauer arid Huler, 1995). 

When the incarceration rate of hlack males is nieshed \$it11 t h r  
intensified isolatiori of the "luperghetto" a '.deadly qmbiosis" 
results: the ghettoization of prisons and the "prisonization" of 
tlie ghetto (a acquant. 2001). His ltordi protide an academic 
frariieuorli for sentiments expressed in the itrret 1)) hip-hop 
mu4iians Dead Prez. Their song "Behind Enemy Lines'* 
(2000). bulrtitled --r on\ ersationh in a priwn facility." obser\ eb: 

cuando ~o llanlo. conlo tu rio me yuierea esc-uchar 
No he \isto mi$ hijos. mi mujrr. no me mandan retratos. 
no tengo dinero. Estoj aqui jodio en la oarcel metio!!! 

J o u  aint gotta be lovhed up to he  in prison 
looli 1 1 0 ~  u e  lilin 
3O.OOO niggai a d a ~ .  up in the bing. standin routine 
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